Expressions of Interest
BULGARIA
JAPANESE GRANT FOR THE PREPARATION OF THE SECOND PHASE OF 

THE SOCIAL SECTORS INSTITUTIONAL REFORM - DEVELOPMENT POLICY LOAN 

CONSULTING SERVICES

Grant No. TF057777
The Government of Bulgaria has received a grant from the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD), and intends to apply part of the grant proceeds to make payments under contracts for the services listed below. 

The services include:

1. Education Sector - Communications Strategy and Public Outreach on School Consolidation
Project Overview:  This assignment aims to develop a public outreach strategy to communicate the needs and benefits of further consolidation of the school network across municipalities. It therefore aims to contribute to a more conducive environment for further school consolidation in line with the education reform strategy of the Government of Bulgaria supported by the World Bank under the Second Social Sectors Institutional Reform Development Policy Loan (SIR DPL2). 

Consultant Required: The project assumes the need for an organization. The most qualified firm would demonstrate: (i) Recent experience in developing a communications strategy for a public policy reform; (ii) Knowledge of the Bulgarian political, media and social environment; (iii) Permanent staff expert in communications strategy development and developing detailed communication plans; and (iv)Experience, human and office capacity for organizing and analyzing focus groups.

2. Education Sector – Designing a Student Loan Scheme 
Project Overview: The purpose of this assignment is to help design a student loan scheme as a prerequisite for the realization and condition for the improvement of the arranged by the Higher Education Act model of shared financing of higher education and above all in the context of the tendencies of popularization of higher education and the provision of equal access to higher education principle. The main purpose of the model is to provide opportunity for every talented person to acquire higher education in compliance with his/her individual plans, abilities and ambitions regardless of his/her family, social and economic status which responds to the current needs of the Bulgarian higher education system, with the aim of increasing participation rates in higher education in a financially sustainable way while ensuring that high quality secondary graduates are not prevented from accessing higher education because of financial constraints. 

Consultant Required: The project assumes the need for an organization. The most qualified firm would demonstrate: (i) Extensive knowledge of student loan schemes in Europe and in other regions. (ii) Knowledge of theories of effective public administration, intergovernmental relations, safety and soundness of financial institutions and law. (iii) At least 10 years of experience as a researcher or a policy maker in the education sector. (iv) Excellent oral communication and presentation skills. (v) Previous consulting experience in Bulgaria will be an asset. 

3. Education Sector – Advising on the use of National Assessment Data for Quality Improvement at the School and Classroom Levels

Project Overview: This assignment seeks the improvement of the quality of education by building capacity in the education system of Bulgaria to use student performance data for the purposes of informing policy and improving teaching practices.

Consultant Required: The project assumes the need for an organization. The most qualified consultant would demonstrate: (i) a minimum of 10 years professional experience in the education sector; (ii) Professional experience – as manager or as practitioner – in education evaluation and measurement, preferably in the context of a national or international agency devoted to student assessment and large-scale testing. (iii) Experience in training and coaching of education managers and administrators. (iv) Previous experience in providing consultancy to other countries, particularly in contexts similar to Bulgaria, would be preferred.

4. Education Sector – Evaluation of the National Program of Education and ICT

Project Overview: The assignment is to design and conduct an evaluation study of the national strategy of education and ICT, with special emphasis on the level of ICT integration in secondary schools in Bulgaria and the estimation of its impact on the quality of education and on access to education opportunities for disadvantaged social groups. The results of this evaluation should be translated into concrete recommendations for the second national strategy on education and ICT now being developed by MES. 

Consultant Required: The project assumes the need for an organization. The selected organization should have the following qualifications: (i) At least 5-year successful experience in impact-evaluation research using both qualitative and quantitative methodology. (ii) Experience in conducting evaluation studies in the education sector, involving work with teachers, students, parents and school administrators. (iii) At least two social scientists with a strong research background, preferably in the area of education.

5. Education Sector – Policy Framework for Teacher Qualification and Career Development

Project Overview: This assignment aims to provide technical assistance to identify, evaluate and recommend policy options to develop a comprehensive teacher qualification and career development national strategy that would include, but not necessarily be limited to: (1) changes to the existing legal framework for the certification of training; (2) monitoring and evaluation and quality assurance systems of training offered by different providers; (3) a performance-based incentive policy for teachers and schools and (4) introduction of a credit system for the subsequent qualifications – international practices. 

Consultant Required: The project assumes the need for an organization. The most qualified firm would demonstrate: (i) Extensive knowledge of teacher policy issues in EU countries, including certification, in-service training, professional development and evaluation of teaching performance; (ii) At least 15 years of experience as a researcher or a policy maker in the education sector. (iii) Previous consulting experience in a similar country context will be an asset. 

The Government of Bulgaria now invites eligible Consultants to indicate their interest in providing the services for the above five projects. Interested Consultants must provide information indicating that they are qualified to perform the services (CVs, brochures, description of similar assignments, experience in similar conditions, availability of appropriate skills among staff, references, etc.). All submitted information shall be placed in a sealed envelope clearly marked with the name of the respective project. Each consultant may apply for more than one project.
A Consultant will be selected in accordance with the Selection based on consultant’s qualifications method. Based on the qualifications demonstrated in the expressions of interests only the best-qualified Consultant will be invited to submit a Proposal.  For additional information about the selection procedure, please refer to World Bank’s Guidelines: Selection and Employment of Consultants by World Bank Borrowers May 2004, revised October 2006. 


Interested consultants may obtain further information at the address below from 09.00AM to 5.30PM (CET+2 hours). Expressions of interest must be delivered to the address below by the end of business hours on November 15, 2007.
Council of Ministers

Vladimir Nedialkov

1 Dondoukov Blvd., 1594 Sofia, Bulgaria

Tel: /+359 2/ 940 36 12

Fax: /+359 2/ 980 77 07

