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HiOA – a glance
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Source:	http://www.hioa.no/eng/

- 3rd	largest HEI	in	Norway

- State	institution,	funded by	
Ministry of Education and	
Research

- 20,000	students,	2,500	staff

- 50+	BA	programs,	30+	master	
and	6	PhD programs

- 4	faculties,	several centres
and	research labs

- Applied	March 2017	for	full	
university status

- Core values:	Education,	
diversity,	innovation



Robert W. Vaagan, PhD
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— President IAICS 2017-19 
(International Association for 
Intercultural Communication Studies)

— Vice Chairman, National Council for 
Media Studies 2009-13

— Leader 2013 – today of R&D group
Media entrepreneurship and 
innovation (MEI) 

Contracted 2013-16 by Croatian
Agency for Science and Higher
Education (ASHE) as international
expert to visit and accredit research
and education institutions (incl. 
teaching and research programmes
at BA, MA and PhD level), following
Croatia´s EU membership from 1 
July 2013. 

— Contracted 2016 by Croatian
Ministry of Science, Education and 
Sport as expert consultant in World 
Bank-funded project to restructure
Croatian research institute sector
involving 28 research institutions

— https://www.hioa.no/tilsatt/robertv



International documentation about
Bulgarian higher education
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Source:	http://www.enic-naric.net/bulgaria.aspx#anc03_9



Bulgarian university ranking
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Source:	http://rsvu.mon.bg/rsvu3/?locale=en



Methodology - indicators
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Source:	http://rsvu.mon.bg/rsvu3/?locale=en



Methodology - indicators
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Source:	http://rsvu.mon.bg/rsvu3/?locale=en



Comparisons
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Source:	http://rsvu.mon.bg/rsvu3/?locale=en



European Qualifications Framework
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Source:	http://ec.europa.eu/ploteus/content/descriptors-page



General recommendations

— Globalization and two-way mobility
— Plan for physical exchanges and online courses
— Use EU membership possibilities: Erasmus + and 

Horizon 2020
— Encourage students and staff to apply for Erasmus + 

mobility exchanges, develop ability to receive incoming
students and staff

— Develop language skills and offer courses in several
languages (German, French, English, Spanish etc)

— Offer courses in several languages
— Publish internationally
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Careers in Media Studies
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Aftenposten announced in December 2012 jobs for 
«digital heads» (i.e. non-journalists) 

Former student Louise Fuchs (right) employed 2013 as 
digital expert in Norway´s largest private media enterprise
Schibsted Media Group, and promoted January 2017 to 
Director, Internal Communications, responsible for 30 
countries/markets

Former student Rune Haugestad (left), digital consultant,
With his own enetrprise, has lectured regularly on my 
courses since graduation in 2010.



Media entrepreneurs and innovators

Solveig Bakken and Silje Kleven set up in autumn 2014 the student enterprise Revers 
Produksjon SB as part of my course MoK3000 Entrepreneurship and project management 
in the media business. The following spring 2016, they qualified for the finals in the
Norwegian championship for student enterprises,  arranged by The Confederation of
Norwegian Business and Young Entrepreneurship Norway 
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Revers	Produksjon	2016:		http://www.reversproduksjon.no



Media entrepreneurs and innovators

Kinza Ashraf, Bjørg Sabrin Timraz, Tilda Gautneb set up in autumn 2015 the
student enterprise Xplicit Design SB as part of my course MoK3000 
Entrepreneurship and project management in the media business. The 
following spring 2016, they qualified for the finals in the Norwegian 
championship for student enterprises,  arranged by The Confederation of
Norwegian Business and Young Entrepreneurship Norway 
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Xplicit Design	(2016):	https://www.linkedin.com/company/xplicit-design



Alumni, mentor and career day
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/455670495643/?fref=ts



Research and development
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HiOA/MEI	2017:	http://bit.ly/2dmb4lR



EU/IP 2011-14: Youth on the Move:
Youth mobility and employement
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R.Boers,	E.Ercan,	L.Rinsdorf &	R.Vaagan (2012).	
"From	Convergence to	Connectivism:	Teaching
Journalism 2.0".	Online	Journal	of Communication
and	Media	Technologies,	2	(4)	52-64	
http://www.ojcmt.net



Involving students
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EU/IP 2011-14: Youth on the Move:
Media innovations across borders
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SWAP	magazine (2014)	http://swap-magazine.com/ R.Vaagan & E.Pashevich (2014). “Youth on 
the Move: an online European magazine in a 
global media environment”.  Intercultural 
Communication Studies, 23 (1) 125-145.
http://www.uri.edu/iaics/content/2014v23n1/



EMC2 2015-17
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Erasmus+ strategic partnership financed by DAAD/EU with 5 partners in 
Media Studies. EMC2 one of 12 projects selected among 57 applicants in 
Germany summer 2014

- Stuttgart Media University, Germany
- Amsterdam University of Applied Sciences, Netherlands
- Istanbul Bilgi University, Turkey
. HiOA, Norway
- Danish School of Media and Journalism, Denmark

EMC2 Mission statement: The EMC2 is a cloud-based innovative learning
environment that enables students to continually develop their competences
to pro-actively participate in a disruptive media landscape. 

EMC2: http://www.mediacloudcampus.eu

Rinsdorf,	Kirklar,	Nina,	Christensen &	Vaagan	(2016).	
”The	European	Cloud Media	Campus	Project.”	
Intercultural Communication Studies	,	25	(1)	243-257	
http://web.uri.edu/iaics/2016-vol-25-n0-1/



EMC2 stage 2: 2018-20
Erasmus+ application 2018-20 to DAAD/EU with 7 partners 
in Media Studies: 

§ Stuttgart Media University, Germany
§ Amsterdam University of Applied Sciences, 

Netherlands
§ Istanbul Bilgi University, Turkey
§ HiOA, Norway
§ Danish School of Media and Journalism, Denmark
§ Syracuse University, USA
§ Metropolia University of Applied Sciences, Finland
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EMC2	stage	2	mission statement:	

We	want	to	enable	lecturers	to	benefit	from	virtual	collaboration	in	media	
education,	in	order	to	foster	international	collaboration	and	to	give	more	
students	access	to	international	projects.	Therefore,	we	share	best	
practices,	provide	toolkits	to	design	and	manage	international	learning	
activities,	and	establish	an	exchange	platform	for	lecturers	interested in	
international collaboration.



— Мерси! 

— Много Ви благодаря!

— Email: Robert-Wallace.Vaagan@hioa.no
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